
Coupe-Gillespie House - 1891 
Historic Coupe-Gillespie House  1891 

 

Property Description: 
The property is located in the central business area on Main Street of the historic seaside town of Coupeville, 
WA. The property is zoned commercial and currently configured for short term lodging as four en-suite guest 
rooms including one “flex” room that can be either a regular guest room or live-in quarters for innkeepers or 
family members.  

The home is listed as historical and eligible for all grants applicable to 
historic properties. It was built as an Italianate Victorian with a four-
square design. The original four ground floor rooms included kitchen, 
dining room and twin parlors with four bedrooms upstairs. A ground 
floor addition was added to the back as a new kitchen & dining area in 
approximately the 1930s.  Extensive remodeling has been done to the 
building with modern plumbing, electrical, insulation, sheetrock and 
appliances, while original woodwork and historic floors are preserved.  
The historic home sits on a modern poured concrete basement 
foundation with 9 feet of clearance. The ground floor boasts 11’ 
ceilings and the upstairs bedrooms have 9’ ceilings giving it a spacious feeling throughout.   

Currently the building is configured with two oversize bedroom suites upstairs along with a small laundry room. 
The historic parlors serve as another en-suite bedroom, with the fourth bedroom is at the back adjoining the 
kitchen. A parlor or drawing room completes the ground floor.  Every guest room is en-suite and been restored 
and remodeled within the past 6 years. Two guest rooms are configured as king suites, two rooms are set up as 
queen rooms. One guest room is configured as an extended stay apartment or vacation rental that includes a full 
(modern) kitchen, sitting area and private entrance and wrap-around deck. Bathrooms have all been updated and 
modernized with jetted tubs, tiled spa showers, etc.   

The fine antiques (excluding the piano) and some period reproduction furnishings are all negotiable. The lot 
includes parking for 5 autos at the rear, with other options possible with additional landscaping.  
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The Neighborhood: 
The location is in in easy walking distance to shops, restaurants, museums, art galleries, public transportation 
and beaches. Coupeville is centrally located on Whidbey Island and provides easy access from Seattle via the 
Mukilteo ferry, from the west and the peninsula via the Port Townsend ferry and from Vancouver, Victoria, 
Burlington and points north via the Deception Pass bridge. Being ideally situated about 2 hours from Seattle or 
Vancouver BC, it provides a great location for weekend getaways to escape the busy city life.  

History 
2.1 A little history of the building and pioneers: 

James and Keturah Coupe Gillespie House - 1891 
James Gillespie was born in Wisconsin in 1853.  His parents were from 
New Brunswick and Ireland and they all lived in Wisconsin until the lure 
of the West attracted them in 1856.  They sold their farm and booked 
passage for the Isthmus of Panama, arriving in Portland Oregon.  

James stayed on the family’s land claim at Snakelum until 1885, when 
he moved into Coupeville.  In 1875, he married Keturah Coupe, daughter 
of Captain Thomas Coupe.  In 1887 he bought a parcel of land from 
Abram Alexander on Front Street and built a small shop where he 
worked as a meat cutter for many years.  

The Coupe-Gillespie home was originally located across the street on the 
corner of 6th and Main, but was moved to 9th and Kinney when the Courthouse Annex was built in 1972.  It was moved again, to its 
current location in 1989. 

This home, a curious blend of Italianate style and American Foursquare design was built by James Gillespie.  James and his wife 
Keturah Coupe who was the daughter of Coupeville founder Capt. Thomas Coupe, lived in the home at its original location on the 
corner of 6th and Main Street. The original design featured the traditional four rooms over four rooms layout with four small 
bedrooms up and a two parlors, a kitchen and dining room below.  Modifications included the add-on single-story extension on the 
back of the house, which is now the modern kitchen. 

The home was moved to the corner of 4th and Kinney when 
the county courthouse annex was built in 1972.  Just 
eighteen years later, it was loaded on another truck and 
moved to its present location on Main Street where it started 
a new life as part of a bed and breakfast inn. Many of the 
original fixtures were damaged or removed during the two 
moves.  In the process the home has undergone several 
interior renovations and remodels.  Interior walls and doors 
have been moved so that now the home has just two large 
bedrooms upstairs with en-suite baths. The original twin 
parlors, separated by oversized gliding pocket doors, are 
now another bedroom suite with private bath.  The present 
owners have restored the original marbleized stone 
fireplace, much of the woodwork and installed antique light 
fixtures and furnishings throughout the home. 
[Source: Current Innkeeper’s website: https://bluegooseinn.com/704-main/ 
] 
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Area Plan from Tax Records 
 

 

2.1 Room Descriptions: 
 

Captain’s Suite 
This remodeled (2014) suite in the historic Coupe-Gillespie House is in a 
quiet, upstairs corner on the North West side of the Coupe house. The room 
includes a pillow top king size bed, beautiful antiques, historic fireplace and 
views of Penn Cove. The large en-suite includes a modern air-jetted tub and a 
separate tile & glass walk-in shower. 
Priced from $159 low-season weekdays to $239 high-season weekends.  
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Chartroom Suite   
This beautiful upstairs corner bedroom has a king bed with hybrid memory-foam 
mattress, antique furniture, comfortable sitting area with table and gorgeous views 
of the gardens and Penn Cove. The remodeled (2014) bathroom has a personal 
steam sauna equipped in the stall tile and glass shower and an antique vanity.  
Priced from $159 low-season weekdays to $239 high-season weekends. 
 
 
 

Quarterdeck Suite  
This two-room suite on the ground floor of the Coupe-Gillespie house, has 10 foot 
high ceilings, restored original Whidbey Island fir floors and rich woodwork. The 
room has a queen size bed, sitting area in the bay window, views of gardens and 
Penn Cove and a private bath with large walk-in spa-shower. A custom-made 
Murphy bed folds out of the wall to provide another bed for a third guest. Fully 
remodeled and restored in 2015.  
Priced from $149 low-season weekdays (1-2 guests) to $219 high-season weekends (3 guests). 
 

 
Garden Suite   
This Kitchen Suite creates a private oasis situated on the west side of the historic 
Coupe-Gillespie House. A private entrance is located on the large covered deck that has 
views of the gardens and a peek-a-boo view of Mt. Baker. There are tables and chairs 
on the deck – a perfect spot to enjoy some bird 
watching or quiet relaxation! This suite includes 
one bedroom with queen bed, a private bath, the 
fully equipped kitchen with washer/dryer, sitting 
area with 42” HDTV, dining area, large deck and 

private entrance. This cozy apartment is perfect guests wishing to stay a bit 
longer. A deluxe full-size hide-a-bed is included to allow a third guest. 
Remodeled 2013.  

Priced from $169 low-season weekdays (1-2 guests) to $259 high-season weekends (3 guests). 
 
 
 

 
Coupe-Gillespie Parlor 
This Drawing Room or Parlor is on the ground 
floor of the Coupe-Gillespie house. It provides a 
quiet space to play from a collection of antique 
and classic board games. (Furnishings are not 
included in the sales price, but may be considered 
negotiable)  
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