
Local Outdoor Recreation Areas 
 
Elliott Knob - One of the highest mountains in Virginia! Cool Fire Tower at the top.  
 
Ramsey's Draft Wilderness Area: Largely untouched, untended local wilderness area Great for 
hiking and a true backpacking destination. Wild brook trout fishing! 
 
Confederate Breastworks: Interpretive trail on Shenandoah Mountain atop Rt 250. Tells the 
tale of Union and Confederate army skirmishes from the point of view of a confederate soldier 
writing letters home to his sweetheart. You can still see the breastworks (a trench) from which 
soldiers fired down the mountain. 
 
Shenandoah Mountain Trail: Ridge hiking and mountain biking at its finest. Featured as an 
IMBA Epic mountain bike ride! There are over 50 miles of ridgetop trail with an incredible 
number of hiking/biking trails coming off of it. A true gem in the area. One the best views in 
Virginia is at the southern terminus of this trail, near Scotchtown Draft Road. 
 
Braley's Pond: Southern terminus of the North River Recreational Area in the 
George Washington National Forest. Excellent bass and trout fishing (stocked!) Ample hiking 
and biking trails accessible from the rustic parking area. Bathroom facilities available on site. 
Hike or ride up to "The Bench" for the best view of Deerfield Valley anywhere! 
 
North River Recreational Area: More hiking and biking trails than can be listed. Includes the 
Wild Oak Trail, a multi-day backpacker's delight. Or do pieces of it as day hikes or mountain bike 
rides. The area includes: 
 
Staunton Dam - A nice place to kayak, canoe, and fish. 
 
Elkhorn Lake - Popular fishing and boating lake. The back side of the dam includes a stocked 
trout portion of the North River. 
 
North River Campground - Literally along the North River, most of which is seasonally stocked 
with trout! 
 
Todd Lake -  Lake, beach, campground, facilities. Stay overnight or spend a day at the lake! 
 
The North River Trail - Nice, long, level stretch of trail along the river. Lots of river crossings, so 
take your time and get wet! 
 
The "GW" - The home itself is located just feet from the George Washington National Forest 
border. Quite literally the ridge seen from the back porch!  
 


