
The earliest records of 
Josephus Isaacs were found in 
the 1850 census. Isaacs’ 
business included both 
wheelwright shop and a 
blacksmith shop, and he was 
engaged in farming and had 
48 acres of improved land.  
Ten years later Josephus was 
listed as a carpenter, and his 
son, Columbus, was listed as a 
miller.  The 1860 Martenet Map 
of Howard County shows the 
steam grist and saw mill in the 
general vicinity of where the 
Isaacs-Wright House stands, on 
the north side of Triadelphia 
Road, while Josephus Isaacs 
house was on the south side of 
the road.  This area of 
sett lement was to become known as Isaacsville. 
In 1874 Columbus bought 2 5/8 acres from his 
father, and this lot appears to be the one on 
which the existing house stands.  Columbus 
died in 1891, leaving his property to Margaret, 
who remarried in a few years, to Hosea B. Day.  
All six parcels at Isaacsville were sold by the 
Days to Albert and Margaret Wright in 1898 for 
$5,000. 
      The earliest part of the house is the 
southeast room in the wing.  The house began 
as a 1-story, single room structure with an 
exterior chimney on the west end. It probably 
dates to the second quarter of the nineteenth 
century.  The house was substantially enlarged, 
probably in the 1870s or 1880s, with the 
addition of the main block.  The wing was 
modernized, probably between 1890-1910, with 
new German siding, new two-over-two sash, 
and a bay window on the east end.  The profi le 
given for the house, a two-story, three-bay main 
block with a one-story, three-bay wing on the 
east, is generally consistent with the existing 
dwelling, as well, except that the main block is 
shown with a center entrance and the current 
house has a side-passage plan.  The wing now 
has a second story,  but  this was added much 
later.  The house icons used by surveyors on 

plats were often generalized, but occasionally
were representative of standing structures.  
Almost immediately, Wright sold off  an acre, 
containing a double tenant house and two small 
buildings.  Wright was listed as a farmer in the 
1900 census, and he probably cut off  the 
blacksmith shop, if he had no need of it himself.  
The new owner, William E. Isaacs, was a 
carpenter in his late 50’s and may have bought it 
as an investment.  Most of the acreage was sold 
off  by the Wrights, leaving the house and some 
outbuildings on 14 acres that passed to their 
three unmarried daughters, Emma, Florence, 
and Rena.  Local legend says that the daughters 
named the house Eganor when it passed to them.  
They sold the property to Marion McClelland 
Miller-Mills in 1941 and she reportedly 
converted the house to several units that were 
rented out to hunters for a few years.  In 1944 she 
sold it to the parents of the current owner, who 
removed some of these recent alterations and 
returned the house to a single-family dwelling 
that it is today.
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