
RICE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE    Excerpted from the book, Buried By Table Rock Lake by Tom Koob

“The upper White River valley was home to Native Americans for 10-12,000 years. During these 
millennia, the aboriginal people left many signs of their presence. Indian campsites were almost 
always near water. The earliest record of human habitation in the White River Valley consists of 
spear points dating to at least 10,000 BC. Temporary campsites were not necessarily on stream 
terraces. More likely, these early people made their homes on bluffs or ridges where flowing 
springs provided water.” 
American Indians became hunter/foragers during the Dalton Period (8,000 BC-7,000 BC) 
Evidence of Dalton habitation existed at Rice, Jakie and Standlee I sites during the construction 
of Table Rock Lake. 
“One of the most important sites investigated as part of the Table Rock Lake Salvage Project 
was the Rice Site... Located on the west side of Mill Creek about 1⁄4 mile above it’s confluence 
with the White, just south west of Campbell Point. The Rice site is important because of the 
number and quality of artifacts recovered from a long continuum of human habitation. This site 
revealed the importance of the archaeological work done in the area that would soon be forever 
covered by the deep water of Table Rock Lake.” 
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Near the confluence of Big Creek and the White River lays these 277 acres on Table Rock 
Lake, heavily wooded, largely un disturbed and surrounded by the Mark Twain National 
Forest. 
An early 1900’s trade route crossed Big Creek and passes through this property. Along that 
old road are an old stone foundation which may have been a trading post. Nearby are one 
of the active springs and the remains of a hand built pond. Further up at the base of the 
bluff is a cave, recently discovered by the land owners but yet to be explored.  
The property offered easy access to waterways and shelter and a near 400-foot elevation 
change of bluffs & ridges. Imaginations of early inhabitants certainly encourage 
exploration. It is within three miles of the Rice archaeological site. 
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